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Amendments To Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (canceled). 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of debiting funds 
from said firsL financial account e f-said first party further comprises holding said funds in an 
escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired, and wher e in tho mothod furth e r 
compris e s tho otop of r eleasing said funds from said escrow account prior to the step of 
disbursing said funds to a said second financial account a s sociat e d with oaid oooond party . 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein holding said funds in an 
escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired comprises holding said funds in an 
escrow account until an occurrence of at least one of a receipt by said first party of said item at 
loaot ono ■ of goods, s e rvic e s , and other value from said shipping agent and a lapse of a 
predefined period of time within which said first party may evaluate said item received from 
said shipping agent. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of receiving #©m 
at least ono of Gaid firot party and said socond party a request , at said transaction mechanism, to 
debit a said first financial account as s ociat e d with said firot party comprises receiving a request 
to debit a said first financial account msooiatod with said first part y selected from the group 
consisting of a transaction card account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money 
market account. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of disbursing said 
funds to a said second financial account associat e d with said sooond party comprises disbursing 
said funds to a said second financial account associated with aaid sooond party selected from the 
group consisting of a transaction card account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, a digital 
cash account, and a money market account. 

6. (currently amended) A method of facilitating commercial transactions, said 
method comprising the steps of: 



2 



AXPNO: 1P199900U 



PAGE 3/12 * RCVD AT 1/1 112006 1 :12:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:602 382 6070 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-24 



JAN 11 2806 11:09 FR SNELL WILMER PHX 2 602 382 6070 TO 915712738300 P 

Serial No. : 09/704^79 
Docket No. : 10655.7600 

facilitating a registration of r ogiotoring a first party and a second party with a transaction 
mechanism having a financial account identifier for identifying a fisgL-financial account 
associated with said first party; 

receiving, at said transaction mechanism, from at l e ast ono of s aid first party and said 
oooond party, a request to debit a said first financial account of paid first party to effectuate a 
purchase transaction of an it e m between said first party and said second party; 

receiving, at said transaction mechanism, from at least on e of said firot party and said 
s e cond party transaction information relating to said purchase transaction between said first 
party and said second party; 

determining, at said transaction mechanism, whether said purchase transaction is 
acceptable based upon at least one of said transaction information and said request to debit said 
first financial account associat e d with caid firot party ; 

providing a shipping agent associated with said transaction mechanism, said shipping 
agent configur e d performing the steps of: to transmit onid item from said second party to said 
first party - 
causing receiving an said item to b e r e c e iv e d - by - Gaid ship p ing agent from said 

second party; 

debiting funds from said first financial account o f- said first party in the amount 
of a sales price of said item : 

oatip i flg - anid itom to b e d e liv e red by said shipping agent to paid first party; 

disbursing said funds to a second financial account associated with said second 
party; and 

crediting said funds to said second financial account associat e d with said oooond 
party ; and, 

causing said item to be delivered to said first party after said funds are credited to 
said second financial account , 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of facilitating a 
registration of a first party and a second party with p roviding said transaction mechanism wife 
having a financial account identifier for identifying a said firsl financial account as s ociat e d with 
said firel party comprises providing a financial account identifier selected from the group 
consisting of a card number and a demand deposit account number. 
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8. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of facilitating a 
registration of a first party and a second party rofiiotoring at loast ono of oaid first party and said 
second party comprises providing said transaction mechanism with a said financial account 
identifier for identifying a said second financial account associated with said s e cond party . 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the step of p roviding said 
transaction mechanism with a said financial account identifier for identifying a said second 
financial account as s ociat e d with s aid ooe ond party comprises providing a said financial account 
identifier selected from the group consisting of a card number and a demand deposit account 
number. 

1 0. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of r eceiving, at said 
transaction mechanism, transaction information relating to said purchase t ransaction from at 
l e ast on e of between said first party and said second party comprises at least one of receiving a 
said financial account identifier associated with the said first financial account associatod with 
sai d first party and receiving a said financial account identifier associated with said second 
financial account associat e d with oaid oooond party . 

Claims 11-14 (canceled). 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of 
receiving notification, by said transaction mechanism from said shipping agent, that said first 
party has received said item at l e ast on e of goods, oorviooQ from said shipping agent. 

16. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of 
providing an intermediary to facilitate said transaction between said first party and said second 
party. 

Claims 17-18 (canceled). 

19- (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of providing a 
shipping agent further comprises maintaining! by said transaction mechanism^ at least one of 
said first party's and said s e cond party's identity and address of said first garty and said second 
party in confidence with respect to oithor oaid first or at least one of said first party and said 
second party. 
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Claim 20 (canceled), 

21. (currently) The system of claim 25, wherein in response to a transaction request 
from at least one of said first party and said second party, said transaction mechanism debits 
funds from a said first financial account associated with said firot party , holds said funds in an 
escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired, releases said funds from said 
escrow account, and then disburses said funds to a said second financial account a s sociat e d with 
said se cond party, 

22. (currently amended) The system of claim 21, wherein said escrow release event 
comprises at least one of receipt by said first party of said item at loast ono of goods, s e rvic e ^ 
and othor valu e from said shipping agent and the lapse of a predefined period of time within 
which said first party may evaluate said item at loaot ono of goods, servic e s, and othor valuo 
received from said shipping agent. 

23. (currently amended) The system of claim 25, wherein said first financial account 
associated with said first party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction card 
account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

24. (currently amended) The system of claim 25, wherein said second financial 
account asoooiatod - with said second party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction 
card account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and digital cash account, and a money 
market account. 

25. (currently amended) A system for transferring financial tender from a first 
financial account associated with a first party to a second financial account associated with a 
second party, comprising: 

a transaction mechanism configured to communicate with a sakLfirst party* aad a 
said second party, said first financial account and said second financial account; 

said transaction mechanism configured and to receive registration information 
from said first party and said second party, said registration information including a financial 
account identifier to identify a said first financial account associat e d with said first party and 
said second financial account: said oooond porty , 

AXPNO; TP19990O11 5 

PAGE 6/12 * RCVDAT 1/11/2006 1:12:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO»EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:602 382 6070 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-24 



JAN 11 2006 11:10 FR SNELL WILMER PHX 2 602 382 6070 TO 915712738300 P 

Serial No.: 09/704,379 
Docket No. : 10655.7600 

said transaction moohonism configured to - oommunioato with a fin uncial aooount 
associated with odd first party and a financial aooount associated with oaid s e oond party, and 

in response to a purchase request for an item from at least one of said first party 
and said second party, said transaction mechanism is configured to debit funds from said first 
financial account associated with said firot party and disburse said funds to said second financial 
account associat e d with oaid oeoond party , wherein said transaction request includes transaction 
information relating to a transfer of ftinds between said first party and said second party, and 
wherein said transaction mechanism authenticates at least one of said first party and said second 
party based upon said transaction information; and 

said transaction mechanism ig configured to provide p rovidos a shipping agent 
configured to receive said item from said second party and transmit cause said item to be 
delivered to said first party- 
Claims 26-37 (canceled). 

38. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with a 
plurality of processing instructions to facilitate commercial transactions, said processing 
instructions directing a computer to perform a method comprising the steps of: 

facilitating a registration of registering a first party and a second party with a transaction 
mechanism having a financial account identifier for identifying a first financial account 
associated with said first party; 

receiving, at said transaction mechanism, from at-l e aot one of oaid first party and s ate 
sooond party, a request to debit a said first financial account of oaid firot party to effectuate a 
purchase transaction of on item between said first party and said second party; 

receiving, at said transaction mechanism, from at l e ast ono of oaid firat - porty and said 
second party transaction information relating to said purchase transaction between said first 
party and said second party; 

determining, at said transaction mechanism, whether said purchase transaction is 
acceptable based upon at least one of said transaction information and said request to debit said 
first financial account aoGooiat e d with said first party ; 

providing a shipping agent associated with said transaction mechanism, .said shipping 
agent configur e d performing the steps of: to transmit oaid item from oaid s e cond party to said 
firot party; 
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oauoing receiving an $e*4 item to b e r e ooivod by QQid chipping agent from said 
second party; 

debiting funds from said first financial account of arid firat party in the amount 
of a sales price of said item; 

oau o ing c aid item to b e d e liv e r e d by aaid chipping ag e nt to oaid firot party; 

disbursing said funds to a second financial account associated with said second 
party; a&4 

crediting said funds to said second financial account a s sociated with said sooond 
poxLy^ andf 

causing said item to be delivered to said first party after said funds are credited to 
said second financial account . 

Claims 39-52 (canceled). 

53. (previously presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said central processor 
further is operative with a transaction mechanism to hold said funds in an escrow account until 
an escrow release event has transpired and to release said funds from said escrow account prior 
to disbursing said funds to a said second fi nancial account a ss ociated with said sooond party . 

54. (previously presented) The device of claim 57, further comprising a network 
interface m communication with said central processor via a system bus. 

55. (previously presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said storage device 
comprises a customer transaction records database and a customer information records database. 

56. (previously presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said memory comprises a 
risk management module, a transaction control module, and an authentication module. 

57. (currently amended) A device for transferring financial tender from a first 
financial account associated with a first party to a second fi nancial account associated with a 
second party, which device comprises: 

a central processor; 

a storage device in communication with said central processor via a system bu$; 

a memory coupled to said central processor, wherein said memory includes an operating 
system for storing and executing a program which comrols operation of said central processor; 
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wherein said central processor is configured to operate with a transaction mechanism 
configured to: 

receiv e, at said transaction mechanism, from at l e ast on e of said first party and - sa i d 
Gooond party a request to debit a said first financial account of said fir s t - p arty to effectuate a 
purchase of an item transaction between said first party and said second party, wherein said first 
financial account associated with said first party is selected from the group consisting of a 
transaction card account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, a digital cash account, and a 
money market account; 

receiv e, at said transaction mechanism, from at least on e of said firpt party and oatd 
oooond parly transaction information relating to said transaction between said first party and said 
second party; 

determine , at said transaction mechanism, whether said purchase transaction is 
acceptable based upon at least one of said transaction information and said request to debit said 
first financial account associat e d with said first party ; 

debit funds from said first financial account of said first party ; 

disburse said funds to a said second financial account associated - with sa a d se cond party ; 

and 

operate with a shipping agent associated with said transaction mechanism, wherein said 
transaction mechanism is configured to receive said item from a computing device of said 
second party and transmit said item to a computing device of said first party. 

58. (currently amended) The device of claim 57, wherein said second financial 
account associated with said second party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction 
card account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

Claims 59-60 (canceled). 

61. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said item comprises at 
least one of a good, service, and other item of value. 

62. (previously presented) The system of claim 25, wherein said item comprises at 
least one of a good, service and other item of value. 
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63. (previously presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
wherein said item comprises at least one of a good, service and other item of value. 

64. (previously presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said item comprises at 
least one of a good, service and other item of value. 



AXPNO: TP19990011 9 

PAGE 10/12 * RCVD AT 1/11/2006 1:12:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF^/25 ft DNIS:2738300 * CSID:602 382 6070 * DURATION (mrn-ss):03.24 



